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of his compositions; more particularly when applied to the
"System of Moral Philosophy" which was published after
his death, as the substance of his lectures in the University
of Glasgow. His talents, however, as a public speaker,
must have been of a far higher order than what he has dis-
played as a writer; all his pupils whom I have happened to
meet with (some of them, certainly, very competent judges)
having agreed exactly with each other in their accounts of
the extraordinary impression which they made on the
minds of his hearers. I have mentioned, in the text, Mr.
Smith as one of his warmest admirers; and to his name I
shall take this opportunity of adding those of the late Earl
of Selkirk; the late Lord President Miller; the late Dr.
Archibald Maclaine, the very learned and judicious trans-
lator of "Moshemfs Ecclesiastical History" My father,
too, who had attended Dr. Hutcheson's lectures, never
spoke of them without much sensibility. On this occasion
we can only say, as Quinctilian has done of the eloquence
of Hortensius, " Apparet placuisse aliquid eo dicente, quod
kgentes non invenimus? Dr. Hutcheson's "Enquiry into
our Ideas of Beauty and Virtue," his " Discourse on the
Passions," and his " Illustrations of the Moral Sense," are
much more strongly marked with the characteristic features
of his genius than his posthumous work. His great and
deserved fame, however, in this country rests now chiefly
on the traditionary history of his academical lectures, which
appear to have contributed very powerfully to diffuse in
Scotland that taste for analytical discussion and that spirit
of liberal enquiry, to which the world is indebted for
some of the most valuable productions of the eighteenth
century1.'

In the contingent which the Schools have furnished to
the advance-guard of human knowledge, there are many
greater figures than Francis Hutcheson's; but few that are
more attractive, more complete in symmetry, more noble

1 Life and Writings of Adam Smith. Smith's Works, Vol. V. Note B,
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